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PO BOX 973 
Mer idian, ID 83680 

BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT   VICE-PRESIDENT 
Dennis Stephenson  Chuck Slaughter 
459-6479   383-1084 
 
SECRETARY   TREASURER 
Greg Reeder   John Rigg 
855-0819   386-9849 
 

Board Members 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWSLETTER  
John Fellon Brenda Stephenson 
855-0428 459-6479 
 

Committees 
EVENTS   HISTORIAN 
Brenda Stephenson  Don Matthews 
459-6479   461-4401 
 

WEBMASTER 
Brenda Stephenson 

459-6479 
boise_basin_corvairs_club@msn.com 

 
Official Club Website: 

www.corvair.org/chapters/chapter837/ 
 

Local Website 
www.boisebasincorvairclub.com 

 

The “ CORVAIR CONNECTION” …is BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS 
monthly newsletter and is distributed to members prior to each 
meeting. Articles, advertisements, photos, humor etc., are requested 
from all readers. The deadline for submitting such material is the first 
of the month. All material to be published should be sent to the 
“ CORVAIR CONNECTION”  Editor, Brenda Stephenson, 1915 
Summit Drive, Caldwell, ID 83605, or e-mailed to 
Boise_Basin_Corvairs_Club@msn.com. 
 
BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS…was formed in September 1986, by 
and for Corvair owners and enthusiasts living in the Boise Valley and 
surrounding areas, and is dedicated to the promotion, preservation and 
enjoyment of the Corvair automobile.  
 
BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS is a chartered Chapter of the Corvair 
Society Of America (CORSA National). 
 
Dues for the two clubs are as follows: 
 $18 per year to be an “ACTIVE” member of BOISE BASIN 
CORVAIRS.  A check to obtain or renew membership should be 
made payable to BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS and given or sent to 
the BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS Secretary. Annual membership 
dues are due in January each year. 
 
 $38 per year to join CORSA National  (or $76 for 26 
months). Checks to obtain or renew membership should be made 
payable or CORSA Inc. and may be given or mailed to the BOISE 
BASIN CORVAIRS Secretary. CORSA National membership is 
ENCOURAGED, BUT NOT MANDATORY! 
 
Active membership in BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS and CORSA 
National entitles you to BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS monthly 
newsletter, the “ CORVAIR CONNECTION”  and to CORSA 
National’s monthly magazine, “ CORSA COMMUNIQUE” , along 
with numerous other benefits. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE TO BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS…Should be 
addressed to BOISE BASIN CORVAIRS Secretary, Greg Reeder, 
5089 West Ravenscroft Street, Meridian, ID 83646. 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS…classified ads are free to members of BOISE 
BASIN CORVAIRS.  Commercial ads quarter page ads are $50 per 
year. Half-page ads are $100 per year, and full-page ads are $150 per 
year. 

 

IMPORTANT 
UPDATE!!! 

 
Check out our new 

location for our monthly 
meetings! 



 Treasurers Report - February 2009 
John Rigg  

    
Beginning Balance  $2,500.49 
    
Income   
 Membership dues $64.00 $2,564.49 
 50/50 Raffle $15.00 $2,579.49 
    
Expenses   
 Reimbursements for John Rigg for Christmas Dinner $73.72 $2,505.77 
 Postage Brenda Stephenson Newsletters $11.60 $2,494.17 
    
Closing Balance  $2,494.17 
    

Tech Tip of the Month 
 

Synthetic Oil vs. Petroleum Oil 
 

There has been a lot of controversy of synthetic vs. petroleum oils. Let’s look at some of the advantages vs. 
disadvantages.  
   Synthetic oil has a higher boiling point over petroleum-based oils. 
   Synthetic oil has better suspending agents than petroleum. 
   Synthetic oil is quicker to release heat than petroleum. 
   Synthetic oil will not break down under severe heat like petroleum will. The viscosity will remain the 
same over a longer period. Petroleum based oil will loose this package and turn real thin and loose it’s 
lubricating properties.   
   Synthetic oil will not sludge up your engine like petroleum will. 
   Synthetic oil sticks to sliding metal parts better than petroleum. 
   Synthetic oil has a lower dew point than petroleum. This means that synthetic oil will not foam up in the 
winter like petroleum will. It will help keep water from compensating inside the crankcase when the engine 
is shut down and it starts to cool off.   
   Synthetic oil will have a longer service life than petroleum will. Means fewer oil changes over a years 
period.   
   Synthetic oil has a higher flash point over petroleum oil. This means that it will not catch fire as easily as 
petroleum based oil.  The down side to this is that if you do have an oil leak you know about it real quick. 
As it stinks when it starts to burn.  
About the only disadvantage synthetic has is it’s cost over petroleum oils, and it seeds out over time. When 
synthetic oil sits in your crankcase for a long period of time it tends to drop all the metal and dirt to the 
bottom of the pan. As the engine is restarted these contaminates tend to stay at the bottom of the pan and 
are not picked back up and recycled back into the engine. This helps keep the oil cleaner and further 
reduces the oil change interval.  
Another disadvantage of synthetic is that it will leak when petroleum will not. This is because of the finer 
molecular structure of the synthetic oils.  So you need to keep all your seals in good condition. If you 
notice any leaks starting after you put the synthetic oil in, a good idea will be to get them fixed.  
    For my money I will keep using the synthetic oil in all my engines. I like the Mobil 1 15w-50 the best. 
As it will give you a larger temperature range over other grades.  And I get to change my oil only once or 
twice a year. It is still your choice of what you use in your engines.  
    



 

Boise Basin Corvairs 
Smoky Mountain Pizza 

February 17, 2009 
 

Attendance: Larry Bryant, Maurice Cooper, Shiela Krug, John Fellon, Rick & Charlene Fobes, Greg Reeder, 
John Rigg, Dennis & Brenda Stephenson. 
Business Meeting: Dennis Stephenson opened the meeting at 7:09 PM.  Old Business:  Mr. Don Borchers 
from the Model T Club has suggested to our club that we give a donation for refreshments for the June 10, 
2009 Horseless Carriage Club tour stop in Nampa.  Charlene Fobes moved and John Fellon seconded that we 
donate $25.00.   
New Business:  We discussed our clubs’  participation in events for the 2009 car show season.  They were as 
follows: 

·  Melba “Save the Van” event March 7th 
·  Boy’s & Girl’s Club Car Show in Nampa, April 25th 
·  Camp Hodia (Juvenile Diabetes) Car Show fundraiser May 23rd 
·  Star Mule Days June 5th-7th in Star, Idaho 
·  Mopar Show June 13th  
·  NW Econo Run June 12, 13 Coeur d’  Alene, Idaho 
·  Salmon, Idaho “Spokes & Chrome” car show June 19th to 21st. 
·  Downtown Nampa car show June 27th. 
·  Middleton 4th of July Parade.      
     We discussed moving the Round Up to September 12th.  It passed and was approved.  Dennis 
Stephenson mentioned possible Tech Questions of the month, such as alternator vs generator, electric 
fuel pumps on Corvairs and other possible questions. 
     Other “Corvair Only”  events for the club discussed for late summer were an Idaho City drive, and 
our Corvair Picnic August 15th.  Also an October Bogus Basin drive. 
     Treasurer John Rigg reported we received member dues from Charles Peck, Bill Stroud and Larry 
Bryant. Our bank balance as of February 17th was $2,480.77 
50/50 Raffle:  Charlene Fobes won $15.00.  Dennis Stephenson closed the meeting at 8:00 PM. 

 

 Have a classic car that needs some 
work??? 

Or even your everyday car? 
Then contact Rick Fobes for your 

entire repair needs. 

 
 



 
Spotlight Feature of the Month 

 
Rick & Charlene Fobes 

 
Rick and I  graduated from high school in 1964 and marr ied that year .  We purchased our  first corvair , a 
1964 white Monza 4 door with low miles, from a used car  lot in Garden City.  We traded in a 1959 Ford 
Fair lane that we couldn’ t keep tires on and we even had to pay a difference for  the corvair .   The problem 
with the 1964 corvair  was oil leaks, imagine that, and no one knew how to fix the problem.  Rick had just 
star ted his career  as a mechanic so he was determined to conquer that problem.  That was the beginning of 
our  love affair  with corvairs. 
 
In 1965 we bought a new red 1965 corvair  500 with an automatic tranny off Larry Barnes show room floor .  
For  those of you who are not from this area, Larry Barnes was the Chevrolet dealer  in Boise and was here 
for  many years.  That car  cost us about $2300, plus the 1964 Monza trade in.  We even had to pay $52.00 for  
the radio.  L ittle Red was our  family car  for  many years and all 3 of our  children drove it as teenagers.   By 
this time Rick had worked on corvairs for  a number of years, so he kept L ittle Red on the road and it ran 
for  over  230,000 miles before our  oldest daughter  killed it and Rick replaced the engine with another .  L ittle 
Red has had about 5 or  6 paint jobs on it as paint dealers kept selling Rick the wrong color  for  that car .  I t 
was completely restored, body, paint and inter ior  from 1990 until 2002.   Dennis and Brenda Stephensen 
now have L ittle Red. 
 
Throughout the years other  automotive repair  shops have referred corvair  owners to Rick to work on their  
cars.  In 1991, one of our  customers brought Rick a 1964 Monza Spyder convertible with a turbo to work on.  
I t had been sitting for  a long time and the engine was bad.  The inter ior  was in good shape, the top needed 
replaced and someone had painted the exter ior  a light blue, which was the wrong color .  Rick rebuilt the 
engine and turbo for  it.  The customer took it home, parked it and never drove it.  In 1999 the customer told 
Rick he was going to sell it and Rick bought it from him and now we had 2 corvairs.  We had the exter ior  
painted back to the or iginal color , Daytona Blue.  
 
While we were at the August 2006 Orphaned and Discontinued Car Show in Issaquah Washington, Rick 
found a 1966 Corsa convertible with turbo he wanted.  At that time we didn’ t know it was for  sale, but after  
we got home I  was told it was for  sale.  Rick really wanted the car  but I  told him it had been sold.  I  had 
made arrangements for  Roland and Yvonne Martin to br ing down the car  for  our  Roundup that September.  
Rick was very surpr ised as I  gave him the Corsa at the car  show.  I t was really great and he had no idea he 
was getting it.   
 
We really love dr iving our  corvairs and the public likes to see them.  Many of the younger generation have 
no idea what they are and they are always amazed that the engine is in the back. 
 
After  43 years, Rick closed his shop and moved his shop home. He still works on cars and his business is 
“ Classic Cars” .  He enjoys restor ing cars and restored my Father ’s 1973 El Camino SS.  He is now working 
on a 1971 GMC short bed stepside with 2001 bed for  himself and a 1961 Jaguar for  one of our  club 
members.   He still does repairs on some of our  club member ’s corvairs.  
 
Char lene works par t time car ing for  an elder ly lady and does bookkeeping for  one of our  fr iends.  We enjoy 
going to car  shows and hope to do more shows this year . 
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